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aw and Charter. 


une Obſervations, on the Proceedings publisheck 


"TR CE. 


75 Members of Aſſembly, in a Paper, en- 
Ibe Votes and Proceedings of the Houſe of Re- 
W/entatives | Recommended to the Conſideration 
Fall the Free-men of the Province. 


HEN a Body of Delegates, impowered by their Conſtituents to «4 
12 Sead. in Leg tion, for ie. eneral Intereſt and Utility of the whole 
5 & — Politich ; cannot agree, int their Interpretation of the fundamental 
Laws of the Conſtitution by which they act: And where the Rights 4 
7 aid Priviledges of a free People comic to be diſputed by their Repre- | 
ine : lr is certainly moſt agreeable to the Nattire of fo high a Truft, that no Inno- || 
tion be made, without great Deliberation, and a diligent Enquiry into the Practice of | 
ormer. Times, in ſuch Matters of extraordinary Conſequence. 
WE are well informed, of the great Regard our. Anceſtors have always had tb funda« 
mental Laws; trom the Care ory have taken, inviolably to preſerve and hand them down 
ro their Poſteruy ; but more eſpecially, from the Reſolution bf the Earls and Barons, 
upon a Conſultation, for the general 50d ot the whole Kingdom, (where ſome Altera- | 
tion of the Ancient Law was propoſed) + who declared with one Voice, That they wonld not | 
alter the Laws of England, which to the Time had been uſed and approved. | il 
IT is almoſt — (fays the Lord Coke ) Þ to foreſee the dangerous Incotrvenienties, which i 
follow the Alteration of any. Maxim or fundamental Law of the Realm. And from the fearful ; | 
End of ſome Men, who. in former Times had acted otherwiſe ; takes Occaſion to give || 
good Caveat to Parliaments, to leave all Cauſes io be meaſured by the Golden and ſtreight Metw i 
F -the; Laus; and not to the uncertain and crooked Cord of Diſcretion. | 
OUR lite rr and worthy Proprietor, * ts whom (notwithſtanding the Ingratitude 7 
fone . ) 'the bach pray of Pennſylvania muſt ever lie under the deepeſt Obligations; as the | 
he Original under the King of all the ſpecial hog I that can be 1 
See 74 LF People is ſtill 4.5 full and diſtinèt on this Subject, in his Excellem Tre 
5 4 18 land*s preſent Intereſt conſidered Where the Scntimerits of that Great Man . 40 
o clear and judicious a Method; that we fhialt not preſume to expreſs "44 


Sh than An his own Words, viz. | ll 
p : 3 5 H the Britiſh, Saxon, atid Norman Titdes, the People of this Iſland _ | 
(426264 2 called Freemen, by Kings, Parliaments, Records and Hiſtories : | 


: | as A gn ſuppoſes a F oe, ſo Freemen ſuppoſe Freedom. This Qualification im- 
BY a ins 1 — :* Such a ad hit as none has 1 to diſſeiſe or diſpoſteſs a 
1 a 1 1 55 an unaltera e undunenat Part « lea 33 4 * 
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M. IT can never be thought, that they intruſted any Repreſentmiyes with thoſe 

© Gapical Priviledges, farther than to uſe theit beſt Skill to ſecure and maintain them. 

They never ſo delegated or impowered any Men, that de jure they could deprive them 

© of that Qualification; and a Fatto ad fus non valet Argumentum : For the Queſtion is not, 

What may be done? But what ought to be done? Overſeers and Stewards are im- 

© powered, not to alienate, but preſerve and improve other Men's Inheritances. No 

a Ber deliver their Ship and Gobds into any Man's Hands to give them away, or 

run upon a Rock ; neither do they conſign their Affairs to Agents or Factors without 

© Limitation : All Truſts ſuppoſe fuch a fundamental Right in them that give them, and 

* for whom the Truſts are, as is altogether indiſſolvable by the "Truſtees. The Truſt | 

« js the Liberty and Property of the Pcople; the Limitation is, that it ſhould not be In- | 

* yadedz. but be invidlably Preſerved, according to the Law of the Land. 13 : 
III. IF Salus Populi be Supreme Lex, the Safety of the People the higheſt Law, as 
© ſay ſeveral of qur Ancient famous Lawyers and Law Books; then ſince the aforeſaid 

* Rights are as the Sinews that hold together this Free Body Politick, it follows, they are | 

© at leaſt a Part of the Supream Law, and theretore ought to be a Rule and Limit to all 

* ſubſequent Legiſlation. "3 2 . 4 

IV. © THE Eſtate goes before the Seward, the Foundation before the Houſe, People before 
© their Repreſentatives, and the Creator before the Creature: The Steward lives by pre- 
6 ſerving the Eſtate, the Houle ſtands by Reaſon of it's Foundation; the Repreſentative 
© Jepends upon the People, as the Creature ſubſiſts by the Power of it's Creator. 

l E V ERV Repreſentative may be called the Creature of the People, becauſe the | 

Pcople make them, and to them they owe their Being. Here is no Tranſeſentiating or 

© Tranſubſtantiating of Being, from People to Repreſentative, no more than there is an 
* abſolure Traberg of a Title in a Letter of Attorney. 55 

THE very Term Repreſentative is enough to the Contrary ; wherefore as the 
© Houſe cannot ſtand without it's Foundation, nor the Creature ſubſiſt without it's 
Creator; ſo can there be no Repreſentative without a People, nor that People Free, 
© which all along is intended (as inherent to, and inſeperable from the Engliſh People) 
* without Freedom; nor can there be any Freedom without ſomething be F =. 

IN ſhort, I would fain know of any Man, how the Branches can cut up the Root 
of the Tree that bears them? How any Repreſentative, that has not only a meer 
* Truſt to preſerve Fundamentals, the People's Inheritance; but that is 1 
© that makes Laws, by Virtue of this fundamental Law, viz. That the People have a 
* Power in Legiſlation, can have a Right to remove or deſtroy that Fundamental? The 
6 Saurer makes the People free, this free People makes a Repreſentative; can this 
© Creature unqualify it's Creator? W hat Spring ever roſe higher than it's Head? The 
* Repreſcnative is at beſt but a true Copy, an Exem 1 ** ; the free People are the 
Original, not Cancellable by a Tranſcript : And if that Fundamental which gives 
* 10 = People a Power of Legiſlation, be not nullable by that Repreſentative, becauſe 
© jt makes them what they are; much leſs can that Repreſentative diſſeiſe 
Men of their Liberty and Property, the Firſt great Fundamental, that is, Parent of 
this other; and which entitles to a Share in making Laws for the Preſerving ot the 
« Firſt inviolable. | 

* © I F theſe Ancient fundamental Laws, ſo agreeable with Nature, ſo ſuited to the 
Diſpoſitions of our Nation, ſo often Defended with Blood and Treaſure, ſo carefully 
© and frequently ratified by our Anceſtors, ſhall not be, to our great Pilots, as Stars or 
© Compals for them to ſteer the Veſſel of this Kingdom by, or Limits to their Legiſlature ; 
no Man can tell how long he ſhall be ſecure of his Coat, enjoy his Houſe, have Bread 

to give his Children, Liberty to work for Bread, and Life to eat it. | 
From theſe noble Principles, the Proprietor ſettled the Rights and Priviledges of this 
Colony, on the true Baſis of Engliſh Liberty and Property. And not only granted his 
Charters, whereby he confirmed the ſame to the Inhabirants ; but likewiſe publiſhed a 
fall dr exhorcing them to maintain with Firmneſs and Reſolution their ineſtim- 
able Privi be. 
1480 — ſays he, were our Anceſtors to preſerve their Liberties from Encroach- 

- © ments; that they Employed all the Strength of humane Policy and religious Obligations, 
to ſecure them intire and inviolate. And I declare ingeniouſly, I would not for the 
World incur the + Cerſe which every Man defervedly doth, that offers Violence to the 
© fundamental Freedoms of his Country, as they are repeated and confirmed, in the Char- 

* ter of the common Liberties of England and Charter of the Foreſt. , | 
F AND therefore declares, That, the chief End of Publiſhing the Book, was to inform 
and inſtruct the People, what was their Native Right and Inheritance. And for —— 
| 4 SES . , i : bh 8 6 ſen 


* * Pol. 1. Penn's Works, p. 690. | The Excel. Previledges of Liberty and Property &c, * 75 . 50. 
g againſt the Breakers of Mag. Char. &c. Penn's Verd. p. 685. 1 Preface to Liberty and Progeriy, 
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e ſends and recommends it to the Freemen, Planters and Inhabitants of this Cbuntry : 
« Wiſhing it may raiſe up noble Reſolutions in all the Freeholders, in theſe new Colonies; 
© not to give away any Part of Liberty and Property, which at preſent they do, or of Right 
© (as loyal Engliſh Subjects) they ought to enjoy. But may take up the good Example of 
© their Anceſtors, and underſtand, that it is caſy to part with or give away great Priviledges ; 
© but hard to be regained, if once loſt. From which he lets them know, That all de- 
© petids upon their prudent Care and Actings, to preſerve and lay ſure Foundation, for 
© themſelves and the Poſterity of their Loins. 

BEING thus fortified with the m—_— of the Lord Coke, as well as the juſt Sentiments 
and generous Exhortations of our worthy Proprietor: We think it an indiſpenſable Duty 
incumbent on Us, as a Part of the Repreſentative Body of Penrn/y/vania, to publiſh 4 
Defence of the Legiſlative Conſtitution of the Province, as it now ſtands confirmed and eſtabliſhed by 
Law and Charter; together with our Obſervations, on the unwarrantable and unpreſidented Conduct 
of ſixteen Members of Arn, as ſet forth by themſelves, in a late Paper, entitled, The Votes and 
Proceedings of the Honſe of Repreſentatrves. | 
As the Legiſlative Authority of the Proprietor, Ce. and People of Pemſjlvania, originally 
flows from the Royal Charter; it is neceſſary to conſider. 

1f. WHAT general Powers in Legiſlation they enjoy, by Virtue of the Rojal Grant? 

24ly, HOW thoſe Powers have been aſcertained and confirmed, by a ſublequent Charter 
from the Proprietor, and by the Laws of the Province? And, | 

245, WHETHER a Majority of the Repreſentatives, as they are now delegated ;, 
may with the Aſſent of the Governour; (by Authority of che Royal Grant) legally act, 
contrary to ſuch Powers and Laws, ſo aſcertained and confirmed? 

TO eniimerate all the Particular Priviledges and Immunities virtually inherent in the 
People, as Engliſhmen, and granted by the Royal Charter, would very much exceed the 
deſigned Brevity of this Paper. We ſhall therefore confine our ſelves to that Part of it, 
whereupon the People's Rights principally depend; which is the Power of Legiſlation, 
granted in the Fourth Section; whereby * the Proprietor and his Heirs, and his or 

their Deputies and Lieutenants, have free, full and abſolute Power for the good and 
happy Government of the Country, to enact Laws, by and with the Advice, Aſſent and 
Approbation, of the Freemen of the ſaid Country, or the greater Part of them, or of 
© their Delegates or Deputies ; to be aſſembled by. the Proprictor and his Heirs, in ſuch 
© Sort and Form, as to him and them ſhall ſeem Beſt : And the fame Laws duly to 
execute, unto and upon all People within the faid Country and Limits thereof.“ 

B this Clauſe it is evident, That the Legiſlative Authority was at Firſt lodged in the 
Proprietor, Cc. and all the Freemen of the Province, or the greater Part of them. Which 
original Inſtiturion of a Majority, was moſt juſt and equitable in a Collective Body of Freemen, 
acting in Legiſlation for themſelves only, by Virtue of the Powers granted by Charter; 
and not as Delegates or Depurics of a greater Number, equally concerned in the Public 
D-liberations ot Aſſembly, | 

FROM which we may obſerve, That tho? a Majority of the Collective Body of Freemen 
acting as Principals, might legally conclude the Reſt in Legiſlation, according to the Tenor 
of the Royal Grant: Yet * ſaid Grant likewiſe impowers the Freemen to act, by their 
Delegates or Deputies; and at the ſame Time, does not aſcertain the Number ot ſuch 

Repreſentatives, or how and in what Manner they ſhall be appointed: But leaves thoſe 
Matters, entirely to be regulated by the Proprietor, &c. with the Conſent of the Freemen, 
whenthey ſhould afterwards find it inconvenient to aſſemble in a full Body. And therefore 
it is manifeſt, That 4 certain Number of Repreſentatives cannot be immediately impowered, 
trom a general Clauſe of a Charter, which fixes no determinate Number; But muſt, of 
Conſequence, derive their Authority from ſome ſubſequent Law or Charter, made in pur- 
ſuance of the Original Grant, | 8 

THUS it appears, that the Proprietor, Cc. and the Collective Body of the Freemen in 
Pennſylvania were, originally, inveſted with the genera] Legiſlative Powers ot Aſſembly ; 
which naturally leads Us to the Second Inquiry, How theſe Powers and Priviledges have 

been ſince aſcertained and confirmed? | 

T THAT the Proprietor, & c. with the Aſſent of the Freemen might enact Laws, 
for any Ends appertaining either unto rhe Public State, Peace, or Safety of the Country, 
or unto the private Utility of particular Perſons, according to their beſt Diſcretion ; is 
evident from the Charter it ſelf; which (as has been obſerved) grams only the general 
Powers of Legiſlation, but leaves the particular Modes, and Circumſtances of Proceeding, 
to be regulated by a ſubſequent Authority ;: CM; in 

AND if by ſuch an Authority, fabſequerit Laws for theſe Purpoſes have ney 
Enacted ; it follows, That the ſame muſt be binding, until they are regularly Repeale , 
by an Authority equal to that which Firſt enacted them. According to the Maxim, $ 

we, diſſolvi eo Ligamine quo Iigatum ſſ]]]ft . S; 
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* -Bur, * By Vittue of the Powers in the Royal Grant, ebe Proprietor who had particularly 
iſt inguiſhed himſelf, 4s an Aſſertor of the Peoples Rights z in April 1683, granted a Charter, ſecur- 
ing to them a perpetual Right of Meeting in Aſſembly, without depending upon Writi ; and otherwiſe 
regulating the Powers of Legiſlation. Which Charter being found in ſome Parts of it, 
not ſo ſuitable to the Circumſtances ot the Inhabitants; was in the Year 1500 delivered up, by 
fix Parts of ſeven ot the Aſſembly mer; Proviſion being made in the laid Charter for that 
End and Purpoſe, And upon Requeſt of the Peoples Repreſentatives, the Charter of 
Priviledzes which we now enjoy was granted by the Proprietor, in the Year 1701. And 
the whole and every Part thereot unanimouſly approved ot, agreed to and thankfully 
received, by the Ailembly : Whereby, it not only bceame a fundamental Law of the 
Province, by Virtue of the Proprictor's Authority, but likewiſe obtained the Sanction of 
the Freemen, by their Repreſentatives ; h which carries an equal Weight with an Act 
made by themiclves, and approved by rhe Proprietor, Se. g | 
- BESIDES, by an Act of Aſſembly made in the Fourth Year of Queen Arne, and 
approved by the ” ade entitled, An Att to aſcertain the Number of Members of Aſſembly, 
and to regulate Eleftions, the Powers and Gircumſtances of Elections, Qualifications of Mem- 
bers, and Legiſlation, are particularly enumerated, confirmed and eſtabliſhed. 

AND therefore, together with the Charter of Previledges, muſt be binding upon the 
People and their Delegates, until they are regularly altered or repealed, by an Authority, 
at leaſt, equal to that which Firſt enacted them. 

HAVING already proved, That the general Clauſes in the Royal Charter, reſpe&t- 
ing Legiſlation, have been aſcertained and confirmed by ſublequent Laws. We come now 
to the Third Propoſition, viz, Whether a Majority of the Repreſentatives, with the AG 
ſent of the Governour, may (by Authority of the Rojal Grant) legally act, contrary to ſuch 


o 


Laws. | tf 
BEFORE We proceed in this Point, it is neceſſary to examitie the Nature of our 
reſent Repreſentative Body, and en what fundamental e they act as an Aſſem- 

rn W hich we ſhall rake from a late Author, who agrees with Us: | 

** THAT as the Right ot Meeting together to make Laws, was virtually in the 
people by the Royal Grant, ſo the Form of their Elections and Aſſembling might be 
* {ertled by Law; which was effected afterwards by the Charter of Priviledges, and an 
Act to aſcertain the Number of Members of Aſſembly, and to regulate Elections, which 
© paſſed in the Fourth Year of Queen Ams Reign; and ſettled yearly Elections of Re- 
_ © preſentatives in Aſſembly, without Writs; and appointed the Time when, and by whom, 
* thoſe Elections ſhould be made; as alſo the Time of the Aſſemblys Mecting, and how they 
* ſhould quality themſelves to act, chooſe their Speaker, and be Judges of the Qualiſica- 
© tions and Elections of their own Members, fit upon their own Adjournments, appoint 
Committees, prepare Bills in Order to pats into Laws, Impeach Criminals and redreſs 
* Grievances, Cc. By this Law and Laſt + Charter (continues our Author) it is evident, 
that the whole Legiſlative Authority here, is lodged in the Governour and Repreſentatives 
of the People. J | 

WE hope from this it is clear, That the Legiſlative Authority of Pemßylvania, (tho? 
originally derived from the Crown) is at preſent under ſome Limitations, by ſubſequent 
Laws made in purſuance; of the Royal Grant: And therefore ſhall Endeavour to ſhew, 
That ſuch Limitations cannot be regularly broke through, by a Majority of the 
Kepreſentatives, | by 1 

IT muſt be acknowledged, That the Powers of Legiſlation were granted by the 
Royal Charter, with a Proviſo, + that the Laws thereby made, be not repugnant and 
contrary, but (as near,as coveniently may be) agrecable with the Laws of England: And 
in the Fourteenth Section, the Proprietor, his 1—— or Aſſigns, are obliged to Anſwet any 
Mitdemeanour, wiltul Detault or Neglect, that ſhall by them be committed or vermitted, 
againſt the Laws of Trade and Navigation; under the Penalty of the Seizare and Re- 
fremption of the Government. | | | 
FROM which it is to be obſerved, That even the Proprietot, Cc. with the Aſſent of 
the Freemen, or otherwiſe, could not by Virtue of the Powers granted, legally break the 
Conditions, or exceed the Limitations and Reſt rictions, either in Deed or in Law, con- 
rained in the Grant; which muſt therefore be inviolably preſerved by the Grantees, as cf» 
ſcntial to the very Being and Continuance of the original Power by which they act. 

NOW as the Legiſlative Authority of the Proprictor, &c. with the Aflent of the 
Collective Body of Freemen, originally flowed from the Crown; ſo the Powers of Legiſlation, 
as they are now lodged in —— roceed from a derivative Authority, by Virtu 
of ſubſequent Laws, made in purſuance of the primative Grant: And therefore, if the Is 
JJ 3o{iuss gif eody f; b | . prietor 
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prietor with the Aſſent of that cylledive Body, could not legally break the Conditions, or 
exceed the Limitations and Reſtrictions * in the — Charter, without the 
Concurrence of the King, who made one Part of the Agreement: Neither can a Majorit 
of the Repreſentatives, as they are now delegated (with the Aſſent of the Gorton 
exceed the Limitations and Reſtriftions of the Jerivative Amthority whereby they Act 
without the Concurrence of the Collective Body, or their Delegates, in ſuch Numbers, and 
under ſuch Limitations as are particularly ſpecified in the Laws, made by Virtue of the 
id Authori xx. 3 | 

WHAT theſe Limitations and Reſtrictions are (under which the Aſſembly's of Pen 
lyania have ſteadily continued to act, ever ſince the Charter of Priviledges and Law of 
lections were in Force) fully appears by our printed Proceedings, and Vindicution from the 
unfair Reaſoning and unjuſt In/inuations of a certain Remarkgr z, to Which for Brevity We refer, 
and ſhall conclude this Point by obſerving. 

THAT the fixteen Members of Aſſembly, who Claim from the Royal Charter, an 


Authority of acting by a A4gjeriry; cannot be legally entitled to fuch Authority; Becauſe 


they are elected and convened by Virtue of the Proprietor's Charter, and a Law ot the 


granted. and thereforc, the ſaid Members ſo elected and convened, can have no Legiſlative 
Authority, excluſive of the Limitations and Reſtrictions particularly ſpecificd in the 
Charter and Law which gave them Being. 


AND conlequently, by what has becn ſaid, We conceive it is evident: That a Aa. 


jority of the Repreſentatrves, as they are are now delegated, — not (with the Aſſent of the 
Governour) by Authority of the Royal Grant, legally act, contrary to the Limitacions 
and Reſtrictions, contained in the Charter of Priviledges, and the eſtabliſhed Laws of this 
Province now in Force. | | | 

WHICH further appears, from the Confirmation of our Liberties by the Proprietor 
bimſelf, in theſe Words. ; 

AND laftly, I the ſaid Hliam Penn, Proprietary and Governour of the Province 
of Pennſjlvania, and Territories thcreunto belonging, for my ſelf, my Heirs and Aſſi INS, 
Have ni Declared, Granted and Confirmed: And Do hereby ſolemnly Declare, 
Grant and Confirm, That neither I, my Heirs, or Aſſigns, ſhall Procure, or Do any 


Thing or Things, whereby the Liberties in this Charter contained and expreſſed, nor 
— ſhall be infringed or broken. And if any Thing ſhall be Procured 


any Part thereo | 
or Done, by any Perſon or Perſons, contrary to theſe Preſents ; it ſhall be held of no 
* Force or Ef. In Wimeſs whereof, I the ſaid N illiam Penn, at Philadelphia, in Pennſylvania, 
have unto this Preſent Charter of Liberties, fer my Hand and broad Seal ; this 2Sth 
Pay of Ofteber, Anno. Domini. 1701. 

BY which laſt Clauſe, together with the foregoing Reaſons and Authorities; We pre. 
ſume it is evidently proved, to all unprejudiced and real Well-wiſhers to the Peace and 
Proſperity ot the Province of Pennſjlvania. 

iff. THAT it is dangerous, to alter any Maxim or fundamental Law of the Colony. 

2dy. THAT ſuch tundamental Laws, were lodged originally in the 


Proprietor, his Heirs or Aſſigns; and the Collective Body of Freemen ; with Power to dele- 
gate Repreſentatives, by ſubſequent Laws, in ſuch Num and under ſuch Reſtrictions, 


a to them ſhould ſeem meet. 

THAT a certain Number of Repreſentatives, has by them been fo delegated. 

. THAT as the Proprictor, Cc. and Collective Body of Freemen, could not le ally 
break the Conditions, or excecd the Liunitations contained in the Original Grant; without 
the Concurrence of the Crown, which made one Side of the Agreement. Neither can the 
ting Governour and Repreſentative Body of Freemen, break the Conditions, or exceed the 
Limitations ſpecified in the Derivative Authority, whereby they exiſt ; without the Concur- 
rence of the Collective Body, or their Delegates in ſuch Numbers, and under ſuch Limita« 


tons, as are particularly expreſt in the Charter and Law eſtabliſhing their Delegation. | 


ind therefore, 

5thly. THAT the ſaid Charter and Law are the only Baſs, upon which the Repre- 
entatives of the Freemen of this Province (as they are now delegated) may or can legally 
it, And conſequently, f ; 

6thly, THAT a Majority of the Repreſentatives, by aſſuming the Powers of an AC 
kmbly, contrary to the expreſs Limitations and Reſtrictions contained in the ſaid 
Charter and Law; have hereby exceeded the Terms of their Delegation, and illegally 
broke in upon the fundamental Laws of the Conſtitution, From which it follows, 
THAT the Proceedings of ſuch a Majority arc Void and of no Effe&. | 
THO” the Proceedings of our Brethren, whoſe Conduct We are now to examine, 
re effectually Void and of no Force; and therefore — not deſerve to he taken Natice 
if ; Yer, as the irreconcileable Diſpoſitions of ſome of them, have ſo far worked on the 
ak ill-grounded Fears of others, as to led them into ſuch extraordinary W 
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Province without Hyit; which otherwiſe was abſolutely neceflary, as appears by the * 
Election c. of Aſſemblies in the Year 1700 and 1701, before the Charter of Priviledzes was. 


A (5) 
W think it 1 Piece of fultice due to the Public, a. well a out don Charaftets; ts 
&e fone of cheſe Hlarters ira clear Laghe [I NEE 
IT is altogether unneceſſary, to repeat the Proceedings of Aſſembly before the toth 
of April laſt, when the Houfe broke up; or to give any urther Account, of the Cauſey 
of our Separation 3 which the Public are already fufficiently informed of. We ſhall there- 
fore begin our Obſeryatioris from that Day; on which, we are told in the Paper entitled, 
| The Votes, c. That the Speaker and divers ot the Members (70 4vit fifteen) inet, but not 3 
UVORUM. 'F RTE EE 2 
r HIS Expreſſion plainly diſcovers the Sentiments of thoſe fifreen Gentlemen, at that 
Time, to have heen conſiſtent with the Opinions of Former Aſſemblies; whoſe Jour- 
nals ever ſince the Charter of Priviledges arid Law of Elections, c. were in Force, gene- 
rally run in thefe Words. bac wn dts EA WY 
* 4 Quorum of Repreſentatives being met, af the Lawi and Chatter of Priviledges direft, procteded 
to chooſe their Speaker, Cc. Or thus, EE | Ex," 
+ THE Repreſentativet, being met in a full Houſe, as the Law aud Charter of Priviledges direct, 
proceeded to thooſe their Speaker, Je. Or on an * 9g in this Manner. 58 
| THE: Houſe met according 1s Adjournment; the Speaker aſſumed the Chair, and the Memberi 
being called, a Quorum appeared. 1 5 | 3 
AND in the Mites ot the laſt. Scifion, reviſed by Andrew Hamilton, foiph Rin G 


and Parry ; it is thus entered. | 
ns _ 15th of the 2d Month, 1928. 


"THE Fouſe met, the Speaker aſſumed tht Chair, and the Members being talled, a Quorum apptared. 
Theſe Entries ſufficiently ſhew, That (in Order to proceed to Buſineſs) a Quorum of Re- 
preſentatives, as directed by. Law and the Charter of Priviledges, was alway thought ne- 
ceſſary by Former Aﬀemblics ;. and even by our Majoricy- Alen themfelycs, before they 
diſcovercd a new Light. TT, | | 5 
FSW HIC H is ſtill more evident, from the Proceedings in March, 1527, where We 
find, the Speaker and fourteen Members, met the 28th of the Month, could not make a 
Quorum or adjourn ; and therefore only agreed to meet again the next Day. And the? a 
Quorum 8 yet it was thought proper, to Order Edward Farmer, John Kearſiey, 
—5 Wright Benjamin ones, to wait upon the Governeur, with the following Meſſage in 


ritmg, VIZ. * 
l THE Houſe of Repreſentatives do humbly certify to the Governour, That by 
© Reafon of the great Sickneſs in the Coumry and fadden Fall of Rain, fuch a Number | 
© of the Reprelentatives, as are uſually required to proceed in Legiſlation, could not meet 
together before this Day; and that a ſufficient Number of the — entatives are now, b 
* with the Speaker, met together, and are ready to go upon Buſineſs; and Deſire to know 
© if the Governour has any Thing to lay befove them. David Lloyd, Speaker. 
AND upon the Governour*s Letter to the Speaker, Intimating, That it being late, he choſs ) 
to 8 T hmg, before the Houſe till To-morrow Morning; they ventured to adjourn' to 
the zoth: But even then, not thinking themkNves queliied to proceed as an A —_ : t 
* Ordered Thomas Tr and Zofeph Kirkbride wait upon the Goyernour, and acquaint him, 
© that a Quorum of the Repreſentatives, being now met together, are anwilling to procted 
upon Bulincſs, before they receive his Commands. Which the Governour was pleaſed - 
ro {end them, the ſame. Day in theſe Words; 3 1 | 
+ * Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Houſe of Repreſentatives. | | 
* THE Weather and Floods _ —— your Meeting on the 25th Inftant, pur- 
© ſuant to your laſt Adjournment - I thought fit notwithſtanding, as ſoon as a ſuffitient 
Number to make a Houſe were in Town; to enable You; as 1 now do, to act again, Cc. 
© And the Houſe * thanktuRy acknowledged rhe Govbernour's prudent Cotideicentioti, to 
© concur with the People's Repreſentatives, in the neceſſary Acts of Legiſlation; not- 
* withſtanding: that therr Adjournment was chaps*d by unforeſeen and providential Events. 
FROM theſe Proceedings, We conceive it is manifeſt; that all our Former Repre- 
ſentatives, and particularly thoſe of 1725-7 welt underſtood the Nature of the Conſtitu- 
tion; and never look*t upon themſelves as a Body qualified ro adjourn, or otherwiſe act 
2s an Aﬀembly, without being a Quorum at leaſt of Eightcen; as the Law and Oharter 
ot Priviledges direct. FED | —_ TT. Wen 6 ; 
WE cannot here overlook a Paſſage, which otir preſerit Speaker and NMzjority might 
probably Wiſh concealed from the Public, which is. "+ 
f THAT on the 29th of the It Month called March 1927, David Lloyd Speaker,” of the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives, EN OFFICTO, iſſned a Order to the Governoar's Secretary,” for the 
Time being, requiring» him fortÞwith to iſſne a Writ to the Sheriff of Philadelphia, for Flecting 
another Perſon to ſerve th Aſſemby, in tht Stead of + Francis Rawle deteafed; Which Writ was 
iſſued accordingly, and 1/ulsars Moriningrow elected, returned and admitted into a r 


n. of the Votes &c. 1726-7, . 13. #4614. p. 14. * ibid. p. 15; 145 = e 
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to Buſineſs, until reinſtated; and enabled by. the Governour :. 


A 
a \ 
_ 


EVERY Mat, who confidets the Prötgedings of that Time, Hüft Ve wich ui 


the Speakers Order to the Govertiour*s Secretary, could not iſſue hy Virtue of hq 


Authority of the Repreſentatives, 486 a Houle of Aſſembly: Hecauſe they had loſt their 


Adjournment, td Days Before. And, as they acknowledge themſelves, could nor proceed 
ee until and | the Governour :. Which was accordjngly 
hy the Day after the Order iſſued; and acknowledged by the Houſe, as 4 Prudent Cou- 
cention, &c. * = . 1 ; Lad tdi MACS ob de ak * 
. AS therefore the Order s iſſued by: che Speaker, after the Adjourtiment elaps' d, and 
before the Houſe Vas reinſtated, and enabled ro proceed pon Buſineſs ; it is plain, That 
the Scnziments of the Speaker and Repreſentatives, -were in Favour of our Interpretation 
of the * Law of the Province; whereby the Speaker is impowered Ex Officio, to iſſue 
ſuch Orders, as often, as there ſhall be Occaſign. Becauſe, tho? the Powers at the Houſe, 
ceaſed by loſing their Adjournnient; until reiriſtated hy the Governour: Yet the Speakyr's 
Authority, in that Caſe continued; by Virtue ot the Law, which impowers him to flue 
his Warrant Ce. tor new Elections, apo the Death, wilfnl Abſence, or Diſability of any 


Er W 
THE Authority of the Speaker in theſe Caſes, is further confirmed in the Ele&ion 
of Philip Taylor 5 who was likewiſe choſen by Virtue of his Order iflued Ex Officio, for 
that Purpole. Which, being 4 Matter of Fact otherwiſe ſer forth by our Aaoriiy, obliges 
us to take this Opporyunity, of denying, That any Queſtion was put or Relolve paſt for 
that Purpoſe, whilſt We were a Hoyſc ; for whatever Conceſſions may be made by parti- 
cular Members, the Mind of the Houſe can no otherwife be known and entered by the 
Clerk, than by a Queſtion firſt put; which never was done in this Caſe : And therctore, 
1 Speaker's Order iſſued Ex Officie, and not by any Reſolve, as they are pleaſed to 
All C. Bag, r ; 15 err ß 7 
| HAY ING made this Digfeſſion, to ſhew that We are not ſingular in our Interpreta- 
tion of the Law, with Regard to the Speaker's Authority. We Niall return to our Sub- 
Fe&, which gives us an Opportunity ot obſerving, how ſuddenly, the 15 Members aſs, 
ſumed the State and Authority of a, Repeſentativ? Body ; tho? with the ſame Breath, they 
had Acknowledgtd themſelves not to be a Q#orum, , _ Ss = 3 
AS this Conduct is really ſurpriſing, We carinot conceive, upon what Grounds a Re- 
ſolve of a full Houſc, | Thar no Petition or Paper be r:ceived in the Houſe, without one or more 
20 the Petitioners attend with the ſame, or be delivered in by one of the Members, ſhould be applica- 
le, to the Cafe of a f Letter from 8 Members of Aſſembly, to 15 of their Breth- 
ren; who not being a Quorum, were then in a private Capacity, and conſequently not 
ſtrietl confined to the Rules of the Houſe. „ . 7 
NOTHING bit a ft Refolution to widen the Breach, and thereby remove all 
hopes ot an Accommodation, could have peffuaded' our Brethren, on this Pretence, to re- 
jeck our Letter, t and deny their Knowledge of the Contents of it. When at the tame. 
Time, We ate well aſſüred from ſome of themſelves, that it was opened and read by 
the Speaker, and by him delivered to another Member; who likewiſe peruſcd it. For the 
Truth of which, we appeal to the Conſciences of thoſe that were preſent. 
SINCE We have appealed to our Brethren, whether or not the Contents of our Paper 
were underſtood by ſome of their Number, before it was returned tõ Us: We muſt now 
take the Liberty to ſpeak from our own Knowledge, and poſſitively deny, That we ſent 
eur hearty Reſpecli to the Speaker and the Hoaſe, & as they are plcaſed to alledge. It's true we 
ſent our hearty Reſpects to the Speaker and the Members preſeut: But, how the Speaker and 
14 Members (who were not a Q#or*m) ſhould make a Houſe, We cannot imagine: And 
therefore, could have wiſhed, they had excufed themſelves rhe Trouble of endeavouring 
to brings Vs into Meh an Afdeſs , . 2,,,- 
THO? our Brethren by aſſuming the Authority of a Houle without being a Qu, 
had percmptorily refuſed to accept any Propoſals of an Accommodation, in the Morning: 
4 Vet itt the Afternoon, they Reſolve to throw all the Blame, upon Us, by a Repreſenta-, 
tion to the Governour, of what they call our 4mwarrantable Conduct and wilful Abfence, We 
have already cleared our ſelves trom ſuch Aſperſions, in our former Papers; and ſhould be 
extreamly glad of the Favour of being allowed, likewiſe, ro make fome Obſervations on 
the Repreſentation :” But have Reafon to believe, our Brethreri were warm when they wrote 
it: And therefore, . cooler Thoughts, don't judge it ſo proper to appear abroad: 
Which i indeed a Hardſhip on Us; as We are deprived of an Opportunity, to remove 
ſome ill Impreſſions it poſſibly may have niade on the Governour, as well as ſome others, 
to whom a certain buſy Perſon has taken the Liberty to commiinicate of ; Which We only 
conliſtant wi 


mention, that his Superidurs. may judge how far ſuch Behaviour is ch their 
N Far 


Inſtructions to him, or the Nature of bis Duty. But to proceed, 
* Law to aſcertain the Number of Members, &c. \| Votes, &c. p. 14: ibid; 5. 15, 4 ibid. G1, 


* * 


s . — - — 


| Hues, &c. po 15. 


ing as the Majority of a Houſe, 


"+ MAT the 14th, 1728. Sixteen Members now , and by an Authority hicherts 
unknown in the f 
Majority of tht Repreſentatives; contrary to the expreſs Tenor of the Charter and Law 
whereby they were elected, as well as their own Sentiments of a Quorum, the 20th of 
April af ; and thereupon, undertake to qualify Philo Taylor, as a Member for the County 
of Cheſter, about 7 or 8 a-Clock in the Evening; without the leaſt Regard to the Direc» 
tion of the Law, by which it is enacted, * * That the Declarations and Profeſſions of 
Faith, ( mens ioned as the Qualifications of the Members) ſhall be in the next and every ſucced- 
ing Alcmbly to be held in this Province, ſolemnly and publicly made and ſubſcribed, 
* berwixt the Hours bf Nine in the Morning and Four in the Afternoon; by every Mem- 
© ber of the Houſe of Repreſentatives ; at the Table, in the Middle of their Houſe; 
a 8 while a füll Houſe of Repreſentatives is there fitting, with their Speaker in his 
Chair. | | 1 * 

TH Us our Majority encreaſed their Number to 7, and having proceeded to Buſi- 
neſs as a full Houſe (tho (till not a Quorum enabled to act, by the Charter of Priviledges and 
Law of the Province) || adjourned to the 15:h, when taking our Proceedings into Cone 
fideration, they ꝓ vorcd themſelves an Aſſembly, with the Powers of Legiſlation ; under Colour, 
of an Authority derived from the Royal Charter and Laws of this Province. 

WE. have already demonſtrated, That by the Authority of the Original Grant from 
the King, a Majority of the Repreſentatives, as they are now delegated, cannot legally ex- 
cced the Limitations, or break the Conditions of the Delegation whereby they exiſt. And 


ſhall now conſider the Law, trom which, we preſume, they pretend to Claim ſome Au- 


thority. Which runs in theſe Words, Saks 
** PROVIDED neverthsleis, That nothing herein contained, ſhall extend to debar 


or hinder the Houſe of Repreſentatives, to rcject ſuch Perſons as are, or ſhall be unduly 
elected Members to ſerve in Aſſembly, or ſuch as the Aſſembly or Major Part of them, 
4 ſhall ſec Cauſe, from Time to Time, by Vote to expel, or Dilable to fit or ſerve there, 
* by Reaſon ot ill Practice in Elections, or Misbchaviour in the Houſe. “ 
8 UR Brethren ſhould have better conſidered the Nature of a Proviſo, before they went 
on thus to cx pole the Foundation of their new Authority. + | | | 
THOSE amongſt them who underſtand the Law, ought certainly to know, That 4 
general Proviſo in an Act of Aſſemby, cannot render the Particular enating Clauſes inefec- 


tual ; and that ſuch Provyſ#s are only intended to explain, but not avoid the Intention of 


the Law-makers, in thoſe enatting Clauſes ; which plainly appears to be the Caſe here, 
where by the Paragraph-trmmcdiaicly preceeding the Proviſo, it is enacted. = 

THAT nv Perſon whatſoever, who at any Time ſhall be elected Member of Af. 
«* fembly in this Province, and who ſhall make, and be willing, and offer to make and 
* ſublcribe the Declarations, in Manner and Form aforeſaid ; ſhall be rejected, or denyed 
: 5 lit, debate and act in the Houſe of Repreſentatives or General- Aſſembly of this 
* Province. | hte, | 

AND therefore, to explain the Intention of the Law-makers, and prevent the Incon- 
vemencics, which might attend the literal Interpretation of this Clauſe ; the Proviſo was 
made, enabling the major Part of the Aſſembly, to expell or diſable their own Members, 
for , Pratlice in Electiont or Miabehaviour in the Houſe. | | 

BUT at the Game Time, this Proviſo cannot be thought to extend further than the 
particular Circumſtances for which it was made, and much leſs to avoid the poſitive en- 
acting Clauſes of the Law, which aſcertains a Quorum of Repreſentatives, to any Number 
not Jels than two Thirds of the whole 26 that ought to meet. And conſequently tho? a 
Majority of the Houſe may expell c. Vet as that Houſe muſt by Law conſiſt, at leaſt 
of 18 Members; it follows, that any leſs Number, by themſelves, cannot legally Exer- 
ciſe thyte Powers. For which Reaſons, We conceive our Brethren have no Colour, 


from this Proviſo or otherwiſe, to n. ! the Authority of 16 or even 17 Members, 
which by Law and Charter cannot exiſt without a 


Sram of cighteen. 3 

HE next Thing remarkable that falls in our Way, is the Governour's Speech and our 
Brethren's Addreſs: On which, in Juſtice to our ſelves, We muſt take the Liberty to 
exprel$ a real Concern, for the ill Impreſſions We fear that Honourable Gentleman has receiv'd 
of Us; in believing, We have not always had a due Regard to the Privileages properly Cog- 
nis able in the Houſe; or that We could be Abſent from the Public Service, for any leis 
Reaſon, than the Preſervation of the fundamental Laws of the Colony: And would 
{till willingly perſuade our ſelves, he may be induced to think better of our Conduct, 

9 


when he pleaſes ſeriouſly to peruſe what We have publiſhed, in our Defence of the 
Conſtitution, | | | - | 
7 25 OR 
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royince, aſſume the Powers of a full Houſe; and proceed to act as a © 
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FOR tho? our generoxs Brethren have laid plentifully about them in their Addreſs, and 
loaded Us with all the vile Epithers and ſcandalous Inſinuations, the Paſſions and Reſent- 
ment of ſome Men amongſt them could ſuggeſt ; yet, as our Procedings hitherto have 
been conſonant to Reaſon, as well as warranted by the Charter of Priviledges and Laws 
of the Province; which our Brethren have rejected, and aſſumed an Authority 
to the expreſs Tenor of both; any Man without much Penetration, may eaſily Ve, 
which of the Parties in this Controverſy t woxld rather give wp their moſt valuable Privi= 
ledges to their own Reſentmenti, than ſuffer themſelves to be governed, by the moſt juſt and well 
hnoum Rules of Law and Reaſon. ' * 
OUR ſelf exiſting Majority affords Us a large Field for Obſervation, on the ſeveral other 
Parts of their Proceedings; which to ſhorten our Work, we ſhall now paſs over, and 
haſten to the laſt Day ot their fitting, when they diſcovered an Inclination to handle the 
Public Money; and for that End * © Ordered Andrew Hamilton, Morris Morris, Joſeph Kirkbride, 
Abraham Chapman, William Webb and John Parry, to be a Comminice of Accounts, and that 
they or any Four of them audit and ſettle the Accounts ot the general Loan- Offi 
© provincial Treaſurer, Collector of Exciſe and Duty upon Negroes ; and that they fink 
© and deſtroy the Bills of Credit received in Exchange by the Truſtees of the Loan- 
Office, according to the Direction of the Re- emittin A0 ; and that they have Power 
to ſend for ſuch Perſons, Records and Papers, as ſhall appear to them to be neceſſary for 
that Service; and that they ſhall be allowed 5 f. per Diem, each, during their Attendance 
on that Service.“ 
| THIS being a Matter of great Moment, which highly Concerns the public Credit 
and general Reputation of the Colony, as well as the private Intereſt of Exrepean Merchants, 
and other Strangers _—_ amongſt Us; and being contrary to the Order of a full Houſe, 
the 16th of Oftober laſt, whereby William Monnington, fob Goodſon, Thomas Treſſe, ohm Kearſley, 
Abrabam Chapman and William Webb, were appointed to be a Committee tor the ſame Pur- 

ſes; and after having made conſiderable Progreſs therein were || Continued : Therefore, 
We cannot diſcharge our Duty to the Province, without openly declaring the Appoint- 
ment of the ſaid new Committee, as well as all the reſt of their Proceedings, to be altogether 
illegal and unwarrantable ; and at the ſame Time, take this Opportunity of Cautioning the 
Commiſſioners of the general Loan-Office, provincial Treaſurer, and Collettor of Exciſe and Duty upon 
Negroes, 1 their Danger and Riſque, in entring upon public Buſineſs with a Commuttee ſo 
conſtituted. 

AFTER our Brethren had gone fo far, they reſolved not to finiſh their pretended 
Seſſion, without giving Us their Sentiments, on our Vindication from the unfair Reaſoning and 
wnjuſt Inſinuations of 4 certain Remarker.: And therefore, manifeſtly eſpouſe the Remarker's 
Cauſe, and reſolve N. C. D. That the Poſitions laid down in the Vindication, & tend moſt 
evidently to bring the Legiſlative Authority of this Province into Contempt, and to the ſtirring up 
Diſcontents, Diſoders and Riots among the People of Pennſylvania. i l 
IT would have certainly appeared more generous and kind, if our Brethren had 
thought fit to Reaſon with Us on the Subject, or perſuaded their Remarker to make ſome 
Reply to the Poſitions which We concave are evidently proved. | 
: B U T as they have taken this ſhort Method of Reſolving, when they find it difficult to 
Anſwer; we cannot believe the Public will be of Opinion, they have in the leaſt 
ſtrengthened their Cauſe by ſuch Meaſures: and ſhall therefore leave that Part of the 
Controverſy as it now ſtands, and only take Notice of the laſt Reſolve, which Charges 
Us with a + Breach of aur Duty to the Freemen of Pennſylvania, and «s far as in Us lies e- 
poſing the ſaid Province to the utmoſt Danger of being invaded by the Indians. fo 
| WH EN our good natured Brethren made this Reſolve, upon a Report of ſome Diſtur- 
bances amongſt the Indians ; they had certainly forgot, that. the Executive Powers of Go- 
vernment ory belong to the Civil Magittrate 3 and that the only Military Authority 
in this Colony, is lodged at preſent ſolely in the Governour, as Cape. General, by Virtue 
of his Commiſſes; who may undoubtedly exerciſe that Authority, upon ſudden Emergen- 
cies, without the Aſſiſtance of the Aſſembly. | 
„II is hard therefore to conceive, for what Reaſons they charge Us with Expoſing the 
Province to the utmoſt Danger of being invaded by the Indians; becauſe the Aſſembly had alread 
done their Duty, by a * wrack Mele to the Governour of the 27th of 5 laſt; 
bumbly requeſting him, to uſe all proper Means, to cultivate a good Underſtanding and Friendſhip with 
the Indians ; and aſſured him that the Charge and Expence, which might neceſſarily 105 en ſuch 


Occaſions, ſhould be readily anſwered by the Houſe, in the ſame Manner as it had been uſually done 
9 farmer Aſſemblies. So that nothing further remained, in that Caſe to be done by them; un- 
eſs our Brethren / imagined the Legy/lative Body. to be a Standing Army, de. to take tho 
Ficld upon 8 and noiſy Diſturbance in the Provmce. And therefore if the 
Peace and Welfare of the Province have been in Danger, from any Neglect of chis Kind, 
it cannot with Truth be charged on the 9 general, or on Us in 9 

t Yates, &c. p. 19. * d. 5. 21. | Lues, &c. p. 14. Id. 5. 22. F Aid. * Pare, &c. 5. 7,4 
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BESIDEsS, upon the firſt Information of an Untaſineſs amongſt the Indians in Aprit 
laſt; when one of our Number moved, That the Houſe might again humbly repreſent to 
the Governour, che Neceſſity of making them a Viſit; the Speaker with ſome others of the 
preſent Majority were of Opinion, that the Houſe had ne Buſineſi with thoſe Matters; and declared 
the 'Governour to be Capt. General, and the only Perſon proper to act in ſuch Affairs, From which, 
We may: obſerve a very great Difference in our Brethren's cool and conſiderate Sentiments, 
from what they appear, when Prejudice and Reſentment govern their Proccedings. 

THEM may alledge, perhaps, That we expoſed the Province to Danger, by not con- 
curring in the Vote of a certain Sum of Money, to defray the Expence of accommodating 
the Differences with the Indian: But this: Argument is as little to the Purpoſe as the o- 
ther, and can never Support the Charge; as being directly contrary to the Method, which 
the Allerablies of this Province have generally purſued in ſuch Caſes (ever ſince the Law 
aſcertaining a Sum for Exigencies of that Nature expired) where the Accounts of the 
Expence, Cc. have been regularly brought in, after the Buſineſs was finiſhed, and upon Ex- 
amination diſcharged by Order of the Houſe. ns 

FROM all this, We preſume, it is evident, That our Brethren had as little Reaſon 
for their Charge againſt Us, as Regard to the Intereſt of the Colony and Practice of 
tormer Aſſemblies, when ay the 17th, ꝙ they voted that an Order be Seed, before Hand, 
on the Provincial Treaſurer, ' for the Sum of One hundred Ponds, payable to the Governour for de- 
fraying-the Charget of Indian Treaties; expresſly contrary to the Reſolution of the Houſe, 
Fauna the 19th, (whereon they pretend to found their Order) which only aſſures the Go. 
wvernour, that the neceſſary Expence of ſuch Treaties ſhall be readily anſwered in the ſame Manner 
as had uſually been done by former Aſſemblies. And therefore, whatever may be alledged by our 
Brethren, to juſtify their extraordinary Zeal at this Time, in diſpoſing ſo liberally of the 
Provmcial Money, (io carry on a Negotiation without any previous eſtimate of the Charge) will 
ſcarce meet with the Approbation of the Freemen, who know the uſual Expence ot 1uch 
Negotiations, and in what Manner it ought to be diſcharged by the Province. 

BEFORE We take Leave of our Brethren, We ſhould be obliged to them, if they 
would inform Us, by what Authority they adjourned to the 5th ot Auguſt next: For 
We are really at a Loſs to find out, how that Adjournment could be legally made; be- 
cauſe when We conlider the Charter of Priviledges and Law of the Province, We find, 
it's true, the Houſe may meet on their own Adjournments; but in the fame Charter and Law, 
that Houſe cannot contiſt of leſs than eighteen MFEmbers; and therefore, We preſume, 
ſixteen or ſeventeen cannot adjourn on this Fe ooring, Q! * 

ON the other Hand, the Royal Charter does not impower the Aſſembly to meet upon their 
own Adjourmments, otherwiſe than de die in diem (accoiding to the Practice of Parliament) 
and for any longer Time, it muſt be adjourned or prorogued by the Proprictor, his Hcirs 
or Aſſigne. We cannot conceive therefore, by what ſeeret Power, our Brethren ſhould 
take upon them to adjourn to the 5th of Auguſt, as ſuch Adjournment does not appcar 
to be warranted; by either of the Charters We have mentioned. Which brings to our 

membrance the ns Honourable Praprietor s Words to a Set of active Men in his Time. 

* SUCH (gays he) was the venerable Eſteem our Anceſtors had for their Priviledges, 
and. deep Solicirude to preſerve them from the ' Defacings of Time, or Uſurpation of 
Power; that King A/fred executed 40 edges, for warping from the ancient Laws of the 
Realm. Hubert de Burgo. Chief Juſtice of England, in the Time of Edward the 1ſt, was 
ſentenced by his Peers in open Parliament, Ge ad viſing the King againſt the great Charter. 
Thus the Spenoerr, both Father and Son, for their Arbitrary Rule and Evil Counſel to Edward 
the zd, were Exiled the Realm. No better Succeſs had the Actions of Trefilian and 
Belknap : And as for Empſon and Dudley, tho? Perſons of Quality, in the time of King Henry 
the 7th, the moſt Ignominous Death of our Country, . ſuch as belongs to Theft and 


Murder, was hardly Satisfaction enough to the Kingdom, for their ancharteral proceedings. 


80 far we have thought fit to Publiſſi & Defence of the Eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of Penn- 


filvania ; with ſome Qblervarions, on the Conduct of our Brethren in Aſſembly: Who 


7 all the Diſingenious Arts and Contrivances imaginable, have endeavoured to Stifle the 
ruth of their own Behaviour, ever ſince the late Difference happened; and there- 


take Occaſion to Repreſent Us, as obſtinately retuſing to accept ot any propoſals 


towards an Accommodation, which lays us under a Neceſſity of Juſtifying our ſelves to 
che World by a+ ſhort Account of our Proceedings ſince the 14th of Aay laſt. T3 
WHEN. according to the Direction of the Govenour's Writ, we met together; and 
aſter a due Conſideration of out Cafe (finding that we could not ſafely joyn our Brethren, 
to make a Houſe: Becauſe the Reaſon of our Seperation ſtill remained: And not think 
ing it Conſiſtenr with the Truſt repoſed in Us, by our Conſtituents, to enter upon the 
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Debate of a Pa Currency, and other Matters of Importance then Depending; without 
a Compleat N — of Members, for the County of Philadelphia.) We drew 5 an Ad- 
dreis to the Governour, ſhewing amongſt other Things, * our great Concern for being 
(at chat proper Seaſon to diſpatch the Buſtneſi of the Province, and when Matters of Importance re- 
quired our Attendance) left Deſtitute of every Remedy, to preſerve the invaded Rights of a free Peo- 
ple, except that alone which we were forced upon &c. And likewiſe reprefented the Nature of 
our Grievance, which was hitherto not redreſsed; and our Willingneſs to Concar with 
our Brethren in the Publick Buſineſs, as ſoon as we were fully repreſented. But were ſo 
unhappy; as to have our Addreſs, and every thing we offered on behalf of the Free- 
men of this Province, rejected by the Governour ; who was pleaſed to tell us, that he 
would enter into no Conference with Us, concerning thoſe Matters, nor receive any Pa- 
per from Us, unleſs we came trom the Houle. | 

TH O' we were very much affected, with the ill Impreſſions, we perceived the Go- 
vernour had received ot Us, yet being willing to do every Thing in our Power, for the 
Public Service: We went to the Craobed Billet T. avern, and by the Seſjeant at Arms, ſent 
our Brethren the following Meſſage in Writmg, directed to the Speaker, viz. * Thele are 
to acquaint the Speaker and Members preſent, That we arc at the Crooked Billet Tavern 
and ſhall be ready to joyn with the Speaker and the reſt of the Members, to proceed 
* on the Buſincts of the Country; ſo ſoon as the County of Pluladeiphia is fully repre- 
* ſented, as the Law and Charter Direct. | | 

W hen our Brethren, had refuſed io receive the foregoing Meſſage, with ſundry other pro- 

olals offered afterwards (declaring our Inclination, immediately to join the Speaker and thoſe 
1383 with him, if they would Concede to the Choice of a Repreſentative, in the Room 
of Sir William Keith who was wilfully Abſent) one of our Members waited on them; and 
2 to enter amicably into ſuch Mcaſures, as might put an End to the Controverſy, 

ut met with no better Succeſs that way, being told by the Speaker; whilſt other 
Members were preſent, that they would make no Agreement with Us, neither would they 
hear or reccive any Propoſals on that Subject, until we joined them in a Houſe. 

Vet even this did not diſcourage Us, from continuing our Endeavours to reconcile 
Matters, by another Meſſage in Writir 3, ſent them likewiſe by one of our Number, 
who accordingly delivered it to the Serjeant at Arms. 

But one of the chief Fomenters of the Difference between Us, ſtopt it from being car- 
ry*d in, before rhe Speaker and other Members: So that many of them never knew any 
Thing of it. From which it is obvious, that ſome of our Brethren are not acquainted 
with the private Deſigns and unfair Proceedings of others, by whoſe Influence they are 
intircly directed: Vet it is to be hoped, the Meaſures of ſuch Leaders may in Time be ſo 
far diſcovered, as to induce every honeſt and unprejudiced Repreſentative to think and ſee for 
bimſelf, and the real Intereſt ot the People whom he Repreſcnrs. 

THUS we have endeavoured to Demonſtrate, That all the proper means for a Re- 
conciliation were uſed by Us, and rejected by our Brethren with Contempt. Which 
we preſume, will ſufficiently Convince the Impartial Reader, of our good Intentions, 
thro? the whole Courſe of this Affair. And that the artful Inſinuations to the Contrary, 
in the Anſwer to the Gavernour's Speech of the 15th of May, were intended by the 
Writer, only to amuſe the Pablic, and palliate his own Deſigns, by throwing Reflections 
on Us, without any Regard to the Truth ot ſuch Matters, as he therein pretends to relate. 
r; UPON the Whole it is cvident, That the Supporters of this Difference never intended 
4 to redreſs our Grievance, by deſiring Us to joyn them; but wanted our Concurrence, _ 
4 to reinſtate themſclves in a Capacity of acting; that they might Gain ſome other Point, whic 
» they had in View. And therefore, ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the Election of a Member for the 

County of Philadelphia, rho? at the fame Time, they ſupplyed the like Vacancy for another 
d Y 7 7 FEY * 
a County. For which Reaſons, until we are likewiſe fully repreſented, as the Law and 
| Charter of Priviledges direct, We think ourſelves in Duty bound, as Repreſentatives of the Free- 
ll 8 "Saw | | Prout 
o wen of Pennſjlvania, to maintain every Part of our Proceeaingsz and unanimouſly ſubſeribe. 


© John Swift, Fdward Horne, 
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Philadelphia. puly the 

0 N John Kearſley, William Monnington, + 
PIR Fob Goodſonn, I. C. Sproget, 

0 | Thomas Ireſſe, Thomas Rutter, jun. 

he — — — — . — — — — - — 
u * Addreſi, May the 14th. 
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N. B. WE ſhall not give our ſelves the Trouble anſiuering any anonymous Remarks, or ſeurs 
rilows Refleftions on this Paper; but ſhall be always ready to receive Information, from any ſolid and 


(grave Performance, which the Author think fit to put bis Name t9, 


